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Traditionally, as approved by motion in 2009, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and
three Councillors have attended each year. Additionally, the CAQ is approved
to attend the annual conference. While registrations costs are not yet
available, pre-tax registration costs in 2023 were $985 for early registration
and $1,161 after early bird deadline.

During discussion, there was consideration given to opening up the
opportunity for Council members who have not yet attended an in-person
conference during this term. Additionally, a suggestion was made to extend
the opportunity to all members of Council for support of the Deputy Mayor’s
appointment as FCM President.

Moved by Councillor Gregory and seconded by Councillor Sandeson

“That Council Committee recommends to Council approval of the number of
FCM Conference attendees as per past practice.” Motion carried (Councillor
Cooper opposed).

By draw, it was decided that Councillors Cooper, Gregory and Parker, along
with the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and CAO, will attend the 2024 FCM
Conference in Calgary, Alberta. Councillor Boutilier has been designated as
the alternate if one of the selected Councillor are unable to attend.

Mr. Trefry advised that, in accordance with the Municipal Election Act, Council
shall appoint the Returning Officer (RO) and Assistant Returning Officer (ARO)
or can delegate authority to the CAO. Guy Wheeler, having previously served
as the Returning Officer for the 2016 and 2020 Elections, as well as the 2021
By-election, has expressed interest and availability to fulfill the role for the
upcoming 2024 Municipal Election. It is recommended that Council appoint
Guy Wheeler as the RO and delegate authority to the CAO for the appointment
of the ARO.

Moved by Councillor Sandeson and seconded by Mayor Blair

“That Council Committee recommends to Council that Guy Wheeler be
appointed as Returning Officer for the 2024 Municipal Election; and

That powers to appoint the Assistant Returning Officer be delegated to the
CAO.” Carried unanimously.

Michelle Boudreau, Director of Public Works, provided an update on a
Council request to reevaluate bonding requirements for tenders, particularly
exploring the possibility of lowering bonding requirements for lower-value
contracts. This resulted from a recent tender that was not awarded to the
lowest bidder as bonding requirements were not met. Included in her report
was current bonding requirements, details on the Standard Specifications
for Municipal Services in Nova Scotia, a review of bonding practices in other
municipal units, contractor costs associated with obtaining bonds,
information on irrevocable Letters of Credit as an alternative to bonding,
and various options for consideration. Ms. Boudreau advised that when
evaluating bonding requirements for risk, contract complexity should be
taken into consideration more so than simply lower contract value. Staff
recommendation is that current bonding requirements remain unchanged.
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Detailed debate was held with points of discussion including the potential
for saving taxpayer dollars and redirecting those savings to other projects,
such as road paving; building in alternatives to bonding in tender
documentation; reputable companies losing tenders due to bonding
requirements; and putting a value on projects that require bonding. Further
discussion followed on bidders abiding by rules as outlined in tenders;
having parameters in place to protect against risk, regardless of project
amount; lack of bonding could increase risk especially as it relates to
performance; and challenges with changing bonding requirements as
outlined by staff and the Municipal Solicitor. Emphasis was noted taking
project complexities into consideration along with contact value.

Moved by Councillor Johnson and seconded by Councillor Gregory

“That staff investigate amendments to policy to consider bonding
requirements where financial security can be lessened for contracts under
certain monetary thresholds.” Motion DEFEATED (Mayor Blair, Deputy Mayor
Stewart, Councillors Sandeson, Cooper, MacKenzie, Benoit and Lomond
opposed).

Moved by Mayor Blair and seconded by Councillor Sandeson

“That Council Committee recommends to Council that current bonding
requirements for construction tenders be maintained.” Motion carried
(Councillors Johnson, Gregory, and Parker opposed).

This information highlights the outcomes of the public consultation regarding
the potential extension of the Active Transportation (AT) Network along Pictou
Road from Valley Crossroads to Croweland Drive. Of the 54 invitations
distributed, 12 households attended the public consultation and 9 optional
questionnaires were completed. The overall response from participants was
positive. Next steps involve staff reviewing approaches and costs for
proposed AT pathway on Pictou Road to Croweland Drive with information
provided to Council when the capital budget is updated in 2024.

A report from the Director of Community Development was circulated in the
package for tonight’s meeting.

Discussion was held on the Fundy Discovery Site, specifically on retendering
of the bridge redesign. Key points raised included concerns of compromising
on the design and overall project costs. There was also a suggestion about
use of wind turbine blades in the redesign. Staff noted detailed information
about the design could be provided prior to the tender being issued.

Subsequent discussion was held on the dates for next engagement process
for county-wide planning. Staff advised that a meeting with the consultant is
scheduled in the near future and once finalized, the dates for the
engagement process will be communicated.

Moved by Councillor Cooper and seconded by Councillor Patton



