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Mayor Bill Blls
Traro Town Council
655 Prince Streat
Trure, WS

BIM 1G5

EE: Development needed to boozt local econonyy

Diear Mayor Bill Mills,

The Trure & Colchester Chamber of Commerce has written to vou, vour couneil, and Trure’s Planning
Advizory Committae 2 mumber of times over the past vear expressimg our interast and concern with the
devalopment application process undertaken by tha Town of Truro.

The Chamber, and business community as a whols, has bean monitoring the hve-streamed mestings b
your rezpective groups with great inferest as we are axperiencing a housing and workforce atiraction

hambars of Council and Committes appear as beng ultra-focuzad on requining primarily affordable and
emvirenmentally friendly solutions withewt fully considering the enormous value of miged-housing
options. This shamply definad lens of decizion making has potential to jecpardize the reputation of Truro
4z an mnvitmg area to mvest Busmeszses and residentz are pleading for additional housing of all types to
aid m fillmg eritical Jahonrneeds. While we must consider development delays related to the COVID-19
pandemic, we believe a lack of overall razidential development 1z threateming the sustamzkihity of the
current business emviromment and the town’s tax baze.

Arcordme to vour Town website, there are development applications m various stages of review totaling
about 286 proposed residential umits. While thers ara alzo nine approved projects that suecazsfully
navigated the current system of review, some dating back more than a decade, several of them may never
move forward. Tust four projects are currantly undervay with staggered timelines to completion. This
does not 1mstil] confidence in the busmess community mn dire need of mixed housing options fo suppert a
healthy workforce.

The uzinezs commmunity has an expectation that current development muudehines ba followed allowing
potentizl myvestors in our region to plan with certainty of the process. Developers have been excesdingly
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